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to be given to children in distress
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The St Mary’s-Greyfriars’ team working on the All Things Bright and Beautiful display in
the Grand Flower Festival to mark 150 years of worship in St John’s Episcopal Church in
Dumfries recently. They are, from left, Betty Jardine, Margaret Thomson, Sylvia Bertrum
and Norna Francis.

Christian Aid
The Christian Aid coffee morning on Saturday September 23 in The Usual Place was a lively
and busy place – a hive of activity with sales tables, tea and coffee, scones and cakes being
served and lots of fellowship.
The venue was kindly offered and the event was organised by Dumfries and District
Churches.
A huge thank you to all who provided donations, who worked and supported in any way.
– a particular thanks to St Mary’s-Greyfriars’ members for their part.
Again the children’s competition had a prize winner in one of the classes, Rosalie Hasler
from Sunday Kids (but all the entries were good!). The children were asked to decorate a
paper plate showing how Christian Aid helps children to smile again – when they have been
devastated and traumatised by natural disasters and conflict. In all, £1439.73 – including
£117 of donations – was raised.
Anne Twiname
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From the Manse
Dear friends,
As I sit in my study, the words “Season of mists and mellow fruitfulness, Close bosomfriend of the maturing sun” run through my mind. These are of course words written by
John Keats in his Ode to Autumn. What made me think of them? This morning was a cold
one with a bright low sun and there was no denying that we are well into autumn. Now, we
can feel sadness that a beautiful summer is well and truly over – or we can look forward to
all that autumn has to bring.
Autumn has already brought a bumper crop of blackberries which have been frozen for
future use, or turned into delicious crumbles by Catriona! Yes, we can look backwards or
forwards and be grateful for what has been and that which is promised.
Our church life is already back into full swing with new events being planned, such as
the Ian Walker Band concert, in the church on October 20. Then, before we know it, we will
be heading into Advent and then Christmas! There is joy to be had in anticipation but also
a comfort to be had in the familiar. The Harvest services at St Mary’s-Greyfriars’ and Caerlaverock, and the solemnity of the 100 years Remembrance service marking the ending of
the Great War in November.
We do well to remember that all our experiences from the predictable turning of the seasons to the joy of experiencing new ones are a gift from God: the same God who is with us in
good times and bad as well, as in every season.
If you are a member of the church and have not been for a while why not change the season for your self and start to come along once more. You will be made very welcome.
Your Minister and friend,

Christmas Bazaar
The Christmas Bazaar will be held in the church hall on Saturday December 1, from 12 noon
to 2pm. Soup and filled roll, followed by Christmas fayre ie mince pies, shortbread, tea or
coffee £5.
There will be the usual stalls but if anyone has anything different they would like to do
there is always room for more. Please contact Janette on 07544 368 000, Bette on 07899 916
565, or any member of the social and fundraising committee.
This magazine contains a brown envelope for donations for a church member to use if
they are unable to attend the Bazaar. They can be given to any church elder or put in the
collection plate on any Sunday.
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Church register
No changes this time.
Please let me know of any changes of address: Marion Bennett, 2 Wolfgill Drive, Dumfries
DG1 4XY. Tel: 263106.

What’s on …
October
Monday 1: Buzz, Tearfund, Rolf Buwert
Saturday 6: Coffee morning
Tuesday 9: Arts and Crafts
Wednesday 10: Garden Club, Stuart Cochrane: Curator of Ellisland Farm
Monday 15: Buzz, Burma, John McVee
Tuesday 16: Guild, Rhian Davies: Active Travel Officer, Sustrans/Public Health
Tuesday 23: Arts and Crafts
Wednesday 24: Garden Club, Isobel Evans: QRS – Through the Alphabet
Monday 29: Communion and soup, 12.15pm in the hall
Monday 29: Buzz, The Importance of Podiatry, Anne Melville
November
Saturday 3: Coffee morning
Wednesday 7: Garden Club, Anne Radley: Putting the garden to bed/Pruning
Monday 12: Buzz, Devil’s Porridge Museum, John Anstey
Tuesday 13: Arts and Crafts
Sunday 18: Church Service led by Guild members, 11.30am
Sunday 18: Soup and Sweet in the hall after the service
Tuesday 20: Guild Project – Malawi Fruits
Wednesday 21: Garden Club, Heather Irving: Seasonal work and holly wreaths
Friday 23: Nithsdale Guilds Together. Big Sing in Maxwelltown West Church 2pm
Monday 26: Service and soup, 12.15pm in the hall
Monday 26: Buzz, St Andrew’s Day Celebration with Robert Lind
Tuesday 27: Arts and Crafts
December
Saturday 1: Christmas Bazaar, 12 noon to 2pm
Tuesday 4: Guild Christmas dinner
Wednesday 5: Garden Club Christmas lunch
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Blythswood shoebox appeal
Shoebox leaflets are again available and are in the church – please help yourself if you are
able to support this cause again. We have until November 5 to fill our boxes.
You may wish to contribute individual items and not a complete box – focusing principally on basic items like a toothbrush, toothpaste, soap, shampoo, facecloth, deodorant,
shaving foam, comb/brush etc and of course our usual wonderful gifts of knitted items. The
individual items will be assembled one week prior to the dispatch date.
Last year Blythswood with the help of all the donations received were able to distribute
115,932 boxes to people in need.

Gardening Club: This friendly little group is delighted that the friends have recommenced their fortnightly meetings in the small hall with an Autumnal flourish
and look forward to the next get-together on October 10 when Stuart Cochrane,
curator of Ellisland Farm will give a most interesting talk. Everyone is invited
and the afternoon commences at 2pm with a short refreshment break for social
interaction.

From the Guild
Our opening meeting on September 18 was an extremely lively night when we were entertained by the ukulele group St G. Diminished.
We were delighted to welcome friends from St Michael’s, Maxwelltown West, Troqueer,
Dumfries Baptist Church, KTT, Kirkmahoe and St Andrews. The ukulele group, ably led
by John Glover, had us singing and laughing all the time. We were so pleased that some
new folk joined the Guild that night and took advantage of this season’s reduced membership fee as the Guild office in Edinburgh is waiving its £12 annual fee for first-time
members.
Our next meeting is on Tuesday October 16 when our speaker is Rhian Davies, Active
Travel Officer for Sustrans and our local Public Health department.
November is a busy month for the Guild. National Guild week is from the 18th to the
25th.
Our church service on November 18 will be taken by Guild members and there will be a
soup and sweet lunch afterwards in the hall which we are sure will be well supported by the
congregation. We will be hearing about one of the new Guild projects, Malawi Fruits, at our
meeting on Tuesday November 20.
Advance notice! The Guild Christmas dinner is on Tuesday December 4.
We are always delighted to welcome anyone to the Guild and if you would like to see a
copy of our current syllabus please speak to Janette or Liz.
Liz Tanner
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From the flower team
The flower list is displayed in the vestibule. There are several vacant spaces so if anyone
would care to make a donation that would be good. No need to worry if you think you are
unable to arrange flowers – someone will make the arrangement for you. Contact a member
of the flower team to make a donation. We would be grateful for more volunteers to make
deliveries after church services. The flowers in the church on Sundays are given to members
who are ill, housebound or bereaved and are much appreciated.
Flower team contacts: Norna Francis (250199), Moira Cannon (720394) Betty Jardine
(257691), Margaret Thomson (253484) or Maureen Wilson (255008).

Notes of thanks
Edna Wells would like to thank everyone
who took part in her unexpected birthday
serenade recently in church. It was totally
unexpected and much appreciated.
A thank you for flowers from Mrs Neiria
Watson.

Flower rota
October 14
October 21
October 28
November 4
November 11
November 18
November 25
December 2

J McSherry
I Evans
Vacant
H Gray
Vacant
B Archibald
B Jardine
A Miller

Jane Gillis would like to say thank you for
the flowers and card sent following her time
in hospital.
Jean Bell would like to say thank you for the
beautiful flowers she received on her birthday – also for flowers, cards and good wishes
when she was in hospital.
Tom Bretherton sends sincere thanks for
the lovely bouquet delivered by Tommy
and Betty Jardine following his time in
hospital.

Agnes Field would like to say thank you for
the lovely flowers she received.
Thank you for flowers from Mrs Louisa
Gourlie after her stay in hospital.

Bethany thanks
On behalf of everyone at Bethany Christian Trust Drop In I would like to thank you for the
generous donations of toiletries and other items for the drop in. They are very much appreciated by the service users and make a real difference.
Pamela Crosbie, Drop-in co-ordinator
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Ian Walker Band concert
A concert is taking place in the church on Saturday October 20 at 7.30pm when we will be
entertained by The Ian Walker Band, playing a mix of Gospel and Folk for us.
Reviews from previous gigs describe them as “superb”, “not to be missed”, “a wonderful
evening of entertainment”, “uplifting”, “one of the most gifted and accomplished performers on the Scottish music scene” …
Tickets are £10 and include canapés, cakes and coffee.
They are on sale now from members of the Fundraising committee or contact Bette on
07899 916 565 or Janette on 07544 368 000/janettekirkpatrick@hotmail.co.uk.
With your support, we will have another great success!

From the Buzz
On August 6 Rev Douglas Irving told us about his visit to the Falkland Islands, including
travels by helicopter and some of the wildlife he had seen. He also visited a memorial to the
1982 war. Two weeks later, on August 20, Lynda Mackie told us some stories about lost love
letters found at Hazelwood House – workmen working at the house in 1901 found them
under the floorboards. There were stories of different families.
At our meeting of September 3, we were entertained by David Currie who is involved in
the Baptist Church. He writes most of his own songs with stories behind them – so meaningful! The new Baptist Church opened in May this year.
On September 17, we welcomed Andrea Thomson, the Editor of DG Life Magazine. She
started in 2013, and it is a monthly magazine packed with very interesting stories from different areas. It covers a big area – Gretna, Moffat and Sanquhar, there are three designers.
The magazine is sent all over the world – my family in Australia enjoy it very much. In 2016
it won two best magazine awards!
Freda Hunter

About the magazine

Useful contacts

Welcome to our October/November issue.
The deadline for our next edition is Sunday
November 18 for items through the church –
and 3pm that day for those sent direct. Many
thanks as always!

Minister
Rev David Logan.......... 270128/ 07793 542411

Editor: David Bennett
Write: 2 Wolfgill Drive, Dumfries DG1 4XY
Call: 01387 263106
Email: magazine@stmarysgreyfriars.org.uk

Session Clerk
Anne Mackie ........................................ 266186
Treasurer
Rod Williamson..................................... 251876
Gift Aid and freewill offering envelopes
Billy Simpson........................................ 252278
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Church ceilidh
Our ceilidh was a great success and was
enjoyed by everyone who came along and
supported it. It was well attended by church
members (young and not so young!), Scottish Country and old-time dancers – and the
dancefloor was full from the first dance.
And there was what must have been the
biggest buffet supper ever on offer!

