Chrystal Chronicle

August/September 2018

St Mary’s-Greyfriars’ Parish Church
Minister: Rev David Logan
Tel 01387 270128
www.stmarysgreyfriars.org.uk
Scottish charity no SC009432

2

|

Chrystal Chronicle August/September 2018

Chrystal Chronicle August/September 2018

www.stmarysgreyfriars.org.uk

|

3

www.stmarysgreyfriars.org.uk

From the Manse

Hungarian visitors
On Sunday June 17 we were delighted to welcome
Marcsi and Rozika from Arpad Ter in Debrecen to
our service.
Rozika gave a short personal message about her
faith, brought us up to date with Pastor Janos and his
recovery from his recent heart attack and read out a
letter from him to our congregation. Marcsi read one
of our bible readings in Hungarian.
Janet McSherry stayed with Marcsi in Debrecen in
2015 and was delighted to spend time with her, this
time in Dumfries. We were also able to see a visual
presentation of the work that has been undertaken
on their church.
The ladies were in the Presbytery as part of the
biennial twinning visit and it was good to meet them
again a few days later at our Presbytery meeting.
Hopefully if there is a Presbytery visit to Debrecen
next year our church will be represented – a warm
welcome can be guaranteed.
Liz Tanner

My dear friends,
Firstly I would like to thank you for the love and kindness that you have shown Catriona
and me since I was diagnosed with cancer. As you can imagine, my being unexpectedly diagnosed with a terminal condition was quite overwhelming for us both. It was also a body
blow to our churches. Suddenly, and with no warning, their Minister had gone.
The membership of both Caerlaverock and St Mary’s-Greyfriars’ surrounded us in love
and that was just what we needed. I lost count of the flowers and cards that we received, the
phone calls and visitors to our flat in Broughty Ferry. Each one was treasured.
People often ask where God is in circumstances such as those I am forced to endure. I can
now tell you from personal experience that God is with you every step of the way.
I am now back in post and, although I am back, I am having to build up my workload from
two days a week in July, to three in August and hopefully, to full time in September. During
this time, I am to be supported by Rev Douglas Irving who will work alongside me, mainly
doing pastoral visiting.
I am delighted to be back with you and although I do not know how long that will be for, I
intend to make the most of the time I have left. Both churches are going to be busy over the
next few months with all sorts of services and events, so I hope that you will make the effort
to take part in these.
I would also like to record my grateful thanks to both Rev Douglas Irving and Rev Fiona
Wilson for looking after our congregations so well during my enforced absence.
For now, may, “The Lord bless you and keep you; The Lord make His face shine upon you,
and be gracious to you; the Lord lift up His countenance upon you, and give you peace”.
Your friend and minister,

UCB Word for Today: Copies for Autumn 2018 (covering August/September/
October) are available at the back of the church.

People committee
This committee looks after the members of our church who would like some company at
home occasionally. It is mostly women who are involved in this visiting, but we have some
men who would appreciate a male visitor. If you feel able to help us with this please get in
touch with Isobel Evans, convener, on 263630.
Also if you are reading this and thinking you would like to see someone from the church
now and again please don’t hesitate to get in touch.
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Church register

All about your data …

Death – “I am the resurrection and the life”
March 28: Mrs Ethel Allan
May 19: Mrs Ruby Downie
May 31: Mr Alan Saxby
July 2: Mr Brian Green
July 3: Mrs Mary Bird
July 12: Mrs Annie Clark

Those of you who have email may recall that a few months ago your inbox was full of emails
from companies that you had previously bought things from asking if they could hold your
personal data. This was due to new data protection legislation being brought in Europe
wide. That legislation was the new General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR).
Now you might ask what that has to do with you or the church. The simple answer is that
both are covered by GDPR, and both individuals and organisations must comply with GDPR
if they hold data about individuals.
For churches, this means that membership rolls, financial records, flower lists, Sunday
Kids membership lists etc are all covered by GDPR. It does not matter if the data is written in
a notebook or held on a sophisticated computer – the principle is the same. Firstly, we need
permission from the individual to hold their data. Secondly, we must hold that data securely
and thirdly we must ensure that it is accurate. We must have a valid reason for holding the
data and we must show the person whose data we hold what we hold, on request. What we
must not do is hold data for which we do not have permission. That is a criminal offence.
Certain types of data are considered to be more sensitive than others. These include
membership of political parties or organisations, or membership of a religious body such
as the church. Data protection is not new, but the new regulations are much tighter than
before, with heavy financial penalties for both organisations and individuals who breach
them.
Before St Mary’s-Greyfriars’ can comply with the GDPR legislation we have to find out
who is holding data. Once we have done that we can give guidance to those individuals so
that they, and the church, comply with the law. In the meantime, please speak to the Session
Clerk or the Minister if you have any questions. Elders should note that GDPR training will
be given to them in the near future.

Please let me know of any changes of address: Marion Bennett, 2 Wolfgill Drive, Dumfries
DG1 4XY. Tel: 263106.

What’s on …
August
Monday 6: Buzz, Douglas’ Choice of Words and Music, Douglas and Hilary Irving
Tuesday 14: Arts and Crafts , 2-4pm in the hall
Monday 20: Buzz, Love Letters, Lynda Mackie
Tuesday 28: Arts and Crafts
September
Saturday 1: Coffee morning
Monday 3: Buzz, David Currie Entertains
Tuesday 11: Arts and Crafts
Wednesday 12: Garden Club restarts
Monday 17: Buzz, DG Life, Andrea Thomson
Monday 24: Service and soup, 12.15pm in the hall
Tuesday 25: Arts and Crafts
Wednesday 26: Garden Club
October
Monday 1: Buzz, Tearfund, Rolf Buwert
Saturday 6: Coffee morning

Gardening Club
This small but friendly group recommences with its autumn session in the small hall on
Wednesday September 12 at 2pm ably led by Isobel.
Everyone is invited to attend.

Calling all jam makers and pickle preservers: Several dozen jam jars have been
donated to the bric a brac stall at the monthly coffee morning. If you could find a
use for some of them call 262349 and for a small donation they could be yours.

The Guild
Our Guild’s first meeting will be on Tuesday September 18 at 7.30pm in the hall when we will
be entertained by a number of local ukelele players. An open invitation is extended to the
congregation and we hope to be joined by other local Guilds. Someone recently questioned
the validity of the Guild in 2018. It was announced last month that the Church of Scotland
Guild nationally has raised over £725,000 in the last three years for its six projects. That is
only one aspect of the Guild – come and join us and learn more.
Liz Tanner
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Sunday Kids
We have once again come to the end of an interesting and busy year in Sunday Kids ending
with our flower service and prizegiving on Sunday June 10 (thank you Cameron for helping
us with the sketch during this service).
After the Service we departed to Mabie for our picnic and a Highland Games afternoon.
The weather was kind to us and a great time was had by all including our two four-legged
friends.
The children have taken part in various services over the year and performed to their
usual high standard. Thanks must go to their parents for the extra coaching they received
at home.
The children all took part in the Christian Aid Competition earlier in the year and congratulations again to Rosalie Hasler for winning an award.

To Ellie and Kirstin Brown, Neve Archibald, Alannah, Rosalie and Shona-Mae Hasler, Katie, Samuel and Nathan Lyagoba, thank you for coming along each week and I hope you will
carry on doing so for some time to come.
To all our extra helpers a big thank you. We wouldn’t be able to manage without your help.
To Isobel and Janet, well, what can I say? Without you there would be no Sunday Kids and
thank you seems very inadequate for all the hard work you do over the year but it is greatly
appreciated by the congregation and myself.
We will have a meeting in August before Sunday Kids start – date etc to be confirmed.
Anyone wishing to join us will be made most welcome. Everyone enjoy your summer break
and we hope to see you all back at Sunday Kids when they return on August 26.
Lyn Kuehnel
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at Caerlaverock

Sunday July 15 was Rural Mission Sunday and we at Caerlaverock celebrated this with a special church service and a free Community BBQ.
Our friends from St Mary’s-Greyfriars’ joined us, and the church was packed, with not
only our members but representatives from the Caerlaverock community.
Rural Mission Sunday is an opportunity to celebrate the life of the rural church. We know
that rural Christians can and do make a real difference to their communities. However, that
is not always how it feels; we can often feel overshadowed by larger urban and suburban
churches. So it’s important to stop, reflect on what we do and give thanks.
The BBQ ran from 1pm until 3pm and over 100 people came along to join us. It was a great
day for children of all ages including David who bravely put himself forward to have wet
sponges thrown at him for charity.
Although the BBQ was free, we asked people to donate towards local charities. As a result
£100 has been raised for Nith Inshore Rescue Boat.
All in all it was a great day enjoyed by the congregation and community alike.
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From the flower team

Thanks to Douglas

The flower list for 2018 is now displayed in the vestibule. There are several vacant spaces
over the year so if anyone would care to make a donation that would be good. No need to
worry if you think you are unable to arrange flowers – someone will make the arrangement
for you. Contact a member of the flower team to make a donation. We would be grateful for
more volunteers to make deliveries after church services. The flowers in the church on Sundays are given to members who are ill, housebound or bereaved and are much appreciated.
Flower team contacts: Norna Francis (250199), Moira Cannon (720394) Betty Jardine
(257691), Margaret Thomson (253484) or Maureen Wilson (255008).

I would like to use the magazine to say Thank You to Rev Douglas Irving for his conscientious care of our parish during the six months of Rev Logan’s absence. Members have found
Douglas a great support in his pastoral visiting, and we are glad that he is able to continue in
this role during David’s phased return to ministry.
On behalf of the Kirk Session and myself, thank you Douglas.

I have been asked to pass on a number of
thanks for flowers received from the Sunday
Kids in June. Thanks from Louise Gourlie,
Bunty Hogg, Susan and John Moir, Joe Robson, Jean Scott, Elsie Thomas, Mrs Neiria
Watson, and John and Isobel Wright.
Thanks also from Susan McSherry, who
also wished to thank Isobel Evans for spending time with her and letting her catch up on
news from the church.
I have also been asked to pass on thanks for
flowers from Moira and David Cannon, Jane
Gillis, Mr and Mrs Hannah, Liz Tanner, Ina
Thom, Jessie Thompson, and Nessie Watson.
Flower rota
August 12: J Swan
August 19: J Thomson
August 26: Vacant
September 2: J Train
September 9: L Jardine
September 16/23: Vacant
September 30: Harvest
October 7: G Boyes

Christian Aid
Christian Aid coffee morning is on Saturday September 15 – in The Usual Place, watch intimations for more details nearer the time.
Note that Durisdeer Church Sunday teas run each Sunday up to September 30 – 2.30-5pm.
Part of the proceeds goes to Christian Aid.

Anne Mackie, Session Clerk

For reflection
A lovely new hymn (unexpectedly) sung in church recently.
I know not why God’s wondrous grace to me has been made known;
nor why – unworthy as I am – He claimed me for his own.
But, ‘I know whom I have believed; and am persuaded that He is able
to keep that which I’ve committed unto Him against that day.’
I know not how this saving faith to me He did impart;
or how believing in His word wrought peace upon my heart.
But, ‘I know …’
I know not how the Spirit moves, convincing men of sin;
revealing Jesus through the word, creating faith in Him.
But, ‘I know …’
I know not what of good or ill may be reserved for me –
of weary ways or golden days before His face I see.
But, ‘I know …’
MP 279 Daniel Webster Whittle (1840 – 1901) CCL No 102598
Anne Twiname

About the magazine

Useful contacts

Welcome to our August/September issue.
The deadline for our October/November
issue is Sunday September 23 for items
through the church – and 3pm that day for
those sent direct. Many thanks as always!

Minister
Rev David Logan.......... 270128/ 07793 542411

Editor: David Bennett
Write: 2 Wolfgill Drive, Dumfries DG1 4XY
Call: 01387 263106
Email: magazine@stmarysgreyfriars.org.uk

Session Clerk
Anne Mackie ........................................ 266186
Treasurer
Rod Williamson..................................... 251876
Gift Aid and freewill offering envelopes
Billy Simpson........................................ 252278
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From the Buzz
On June 11 we welcomed Mary and Ian
Wilson, with their new programme, The
Swinging Sixties. Ian played a 1960s BBC
newsreader and Mary came in with music
that led us right through the decade. We
sang along and heard of some of the key
events from through the years. We all had a
wonderful afternoon, bringing back many
memories – Mary and Ian’s new programme
was definitely a big success.
June 25 was our outing to the Steamboat
at Carsethorn. There were 21 of us in attendance. The weather was lovely and we had a
delicious meal, thanks to Annie McCaig –
she would have enjoyed it and we had a toast
to her and a little poem.
The Buzz resumes on August 6.

