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St Mary’s-Greyfriars’ members and friends have been house to house collecting for Chris-
tian Aid during Christian Aid Week from May 13-19, with other churches in Dumfries and 
District. Thanks to all who have distributed, collected, counted and contributed.

This year the focus is again on Haiti, which had a huge earthquake in 2010 that devastated 
and displaced many, and again last year Hurricane Matthew further devastated the island. The 
island had not nearly recovered from the earthquake. Christian Aid’s partner Koral helps to 
rebuild houses, to provide water filters, seeds, for beans, yams, plantain, and sweet potatoes to 
rebuild their farms etc. eg. One lady had her house rebuilt following the earthquake and when 
Hurricane Matthew came – the house being sturdily built was able to shelter 54 people! The 
amount raised by all the churches and throughout the country will go towards helping to alle-
viate the hardships these people, including many displaced people, are experiencing still – for 
example, a water filter, with a life of more than 10 years, costs £42.

Christian Aid Coffee Morning is on Saturday September 15 – in The Usual Place.

Christian Aid

Two hundred years of service to St Mary’s-Greyfriars’ were recognised on May 20 when 
the Locum Rev Douglas Irving presented eight long service certificates to Elders with 
20 or 30 years’ service. Our picture shows Rev Douglas Irving presenting the 30 years 
certificate to Mae Lorimer (served since 1988), watched by (from left) Anne Mackie, 
Session Clerk; Douglas Edgar (1988), Margaret Williamson (1988), Alasdair Miller (1997), 
Marie Derby (1996), Rosemary Chambers (1995) and Billy Simpson (1987). Missing is Bob 
MacNeil (1998).
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From the Locum
I write on Pentecost Sunday, May 20, following morning services at Caerlaverock and St 
Mary’s-Greyfriars’. Fresh in our minds was the wedding service in St George’s Chapel, Wind-
sor, for Harry and Meghan, Earl and Countess of Dumbarton, beginning with the bride’s 
entrance to the high-soaring aria Eternal Source of Light Divine, from Handel’s  Ode for the 
Birthday of Queen Anne, sung by Welsh soprano, Elin Manahan Thomas.

The television cameras closed in on the guests at different parts of the service, not least 
during a Spirited Address by the Most Rev Michael Curry, first black presiding bishop of the 
Episcopal Church in the US, his address on the redemptive power of God’s love, Holy Spirit-
borne into human hearts which receive Him and, with His receiving, Jesus Christ’s coming 
within to be owned and acknowledged as Saviour and Lord.

The faces in yesterday’s congregation in St George’s Chapel were a study, something the 
preacher should have in his sights every Sunday as he or she seeks to share the Good News 
of Jesus with, pray God, “Holy Spirit anointing”.

Through the camera lens we saw what the preacher sees – faces of every demeanour, 
complexion and hue, expressions animated and lifeless, faces of believer and sceptic alike. 
Faces preoccupied and worried, faces troubled and at peace, faces happy and sad. The face 
of the worshipper with enwrapped expression, which encourages. Surprise, surprise, no one 
was seen dozing off. As every preacher knows, this can happen. It is humbling and is to be 
met with the preacher’s response of having been responsible for setting the Eutychus in our 
midst on a good, if not better, path, accompanied, hopefully, with dream or vision. Yester-
day’s congregation was not, however, confined to St George’s Chapel.  Through television, 
a congregation of millions were also made present to a service with a rich offering to God 
of prayer and praise, of music, organ, instrumental and orchestral, and, of course, Spirited 
words, all under the anointing of the Holy Spirit, Someone every true preacher wants. Thus 
the word does not return to the God-inspired  inspired void,  but accomplishes the purposes 
God intended (Isaiah 55.11).

I wonder to what extent those present or watching in were aware of the Holy Spirit’s 
movement among them, making real Jesus’ promise to be with us as we gather in His Name. 
(Matthew 18. 20). From my perspective, the Holy Spirit’s presence was palpable, His out-
working real, spilling into some people’s enthusiastic comments afterwards, albeit they 
might not have put it as Jacob once did, “surely the Lord is in this place and I knew it not” 
(Genesis 28.16). The whole worship experience was testimony to the fact that God is in the 
field of the World today, a challenge to us all to respond by reaching beyond and seizing 
God’s sure, purposeful grasp of our lives to embrace Him in His Person and purposes for our 
lives.

Pentecost then (account in Acts of the Apostles, chapter 2) and in the here and now is 
about transformation, If anyone is in Christ he is a new creation (2 Corinthians 5.17). Being 
fired up and wind-driven by God’s own Person the Holy Spirit from within raises us up to be 

Continued on page 5
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Church register

What’s on …
June
Sunday 10: Special service for Year of Young People, 11.30am followed by picnic
Monday 11: Buzz, a musical afternoon with Mary Wilson
Tuesday 12: Arts and Crafts, 2-4pm in the hall
Monday 25: Service and soup, 12.15pm in the hall
Monday 25: Buzz Outing – members will be given details nearer the time
Tuesday 26: Arts and Crafts, 2-4pm in the hall

July
Saturday 7: Coffee morning 
There are no meetings of the Buzz or Arts and Crafts in July 

August
Monday 6: Buzz, Douglas Irving – his choice of topic.
Tuesday 14: Arts and Crafts, 2-4pm in the hall

Death – “I am the resurrection and the life”
March 24: Mr Ian Telfer 
May 4: Mrs Ina Cathro

Please let me know of any changes of address: Marion Bennett, 2 Wolfgill Drive, Dumfries 
DG1 4XY. Tel: 263106.

Year of Young People
It is hoped as many members and friends as possible will come to church on Sunday June 
10 at 11.30am. 

We will be having a special service lead by our locum minister, Douglas Irving, and our 
Sunday Kids, to mark the Year of Young People. It is hoped all young people under 25 will 
come along, and they could even volunteer to take part, even if you haven’t been in church 
recently. Just let us know by June 6 that you are willing. 

This service will be followed by fun and games at Mabie Forest at 1pm. Please come and 
join us. Bring your own picnic. 

This is open to everyone but we need to have an idea of how many people will be coming. 
Please contact Lyn Kuehnel on 264375, Janet McSherry on 264973 or Isobel Evans on 263630 
if you are joining us. 
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From the Guild
We have now come to the end of the three-year strategy: Be Bold, Be Strong.  The theme for 
this session has been:  Go in Love. Once again we have had a variety of speakers on different 
topics. We have had speakers from two of the Guild Projects, All Friends Together and Car-
ing for Mother Earth in Bolivia and that meant that we have learnt about all six Projects over 
the last three years. We have enjoyed talks on the Halo Trust, Bethany Christian Trust, Blood 
Bikes, Food Train, D&G Family History Society and (in keeping with the Theme) Investigat-
ing Love Letters. We have sung, partied and played games, Guild life is never dull!

There are changes taking place in our Guild and we are really hoping and praying that 
new people will come and join us. We really need more people to join us to make our Guild 
viable. As from September we will be meeting once a month, on the third Tuesday. We have 
a new national strategy, One Journey, Many Roads, for the next three years and we will enjoy 
exploring that and learning about the six new Projects.  

Our thanks go to Janet McSherry for being our convener for the last three years and to 
the committee members who have stepped down for a well earned rest. Janette Kirkpatrick 
takes over as convener for the next year and there are new committee members.

The new syllabus is almost in place as I write this so please do come and join us in Septem-
ber. The Guild is open to everyone and that includes you, men, too!

Liz Tanner

more than we alone can be, raises eyes of faith higher than 
our usual level of seeing, enables us to “keek” into Heaven.

The Holy Spirit in his dealings with us prompts the prodi-
gal within to turn back. To embrace God’s Person and pur-
poses. To seek the marriage of our spirit with God’s Spirit. In 
such covenant union, all that God is and has is ours to hold 
to in faith. 

The Holy Spirit changes individual countenance and 
character implanting faith, hope, love, that no one and 
nothing can take away from us. 

In receiving God’s Person, we receive God’s DNA and 
Heaven’s coordinates too, all as guarantee of life eter-
nal even now lived. What transformation! Receive your 
blessing, therefore, with me in the Holy Spirit’s daily re-
ceiving anointing! Come, Holy Spirit, come into my life  
today!

Your Locum Minister and friend,
Douglas Irving

From the Locum From page 3

Les and Margaret Charters 
(nee Kerr) on their wedding 
day, June 28, 1958. The 
couple, who wed in 
Helensburgh, would have 
celebrated their diamond 
wedding this month. Sadly 
Margaret passed away in 
July 2016.



Chrystal Chronicle   June/July 2018 
www.stmarysgreyfriars.org.uk

6 | 

Flower power!
I’m sure, like me, you enjoy seeing the floral arrangements 
in church. Our “flower ladies” look after this - making sure 
there are flowers every Sunday. And they’re happy to arrange  
flowers if the people who donate them don’t want to do the 
arranging themselves. 

There are still a few weeks left this year when no one has 
volunteered to supply flowers. If this is something you’d like to 
do, please contact one of the ladies on the flower team (contact 
details below). You can either provide the flowers yourself or 
give a monetary donation and the ladies will buy the flowers.

Marion Bennett

Flower team contacts: Norna Francis (250199), Moira Cannon (720394) Betty Jardine 
(257691), Margaret Thomson (253484) or Maureen Wilson (255008).

June 10: Flower service
June 17: Vacant
June 24: D Edwards
July 1: M Wilson
July 8: H Little
July 15: D Edwards
July 22/29: Vacant
August 5: M Coy

My humble and sincere thanks to everyone 
who, by way of cards and personal contact, 
expressed their sympathy and support after 
the very sudden passing of my eldest son Da-
vid, aged 58 years and four months in Febru-
ary 2018. A loss that can never be reconciled.

John F Swan

Thanks for the flowers received on April 15, 
in memory of our mother Ethel.

The Allan family

Many thanks for the lovely flowers, cards, 
good wishes, phone calls, prayers and visits 
from everyone following Muriel’s recent 
operation and Bob’s recent illness. We 
would also like to thank Douglas for his 
visits to me in hospital and home. All your  

kindnesses have been much appreciated.
Muriel and Bob Shepherd

Thank you for flowers, and to Maureen Wil-
son, who delivered them, from Mrs Anne 
Irving. Thanks also for flowers from Mae 
Lorimer and from Bunty Sloan.

Flower rota

Twinning visit: A group from the Presbytery of Debrecen, Hungary, are coming 
to Dumfries and Kirkcudbright Presbytery as part of the twinning arrangement in 
June.  Two members of this group belong to Arpad Ter, our twinned church, and we 
very much hope that they will be able to join us in our Sunday worship. 
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About the magazine Useful contacts
Welcome to our June/July issue. The dead-
line for our August/September issue is 
Sunday July 22 for items through the church 
– and 3pm that day for those sent direct. 
Many thanks as always!

Editor: David Bennett
Write: 2 Wolfgill Drive, Dumfries DG1 4XY
Call: 01387 263106
Email: magazine@stmarysgreyfriars.org.uk

Locum Minister 
Rev Douglas Irving ....................01556 610156

Session Clerk 
Anne Mackie  .......................................  266186

Treasurer 
Rod Williamson .................................... 251876

Gift Aid and freewill offering envelopes 
Billy Simpson .......................................  252278

Autumn Elizabeth Riddick 
with her parents Aileen 
and Clark and sister Ellis, 3, 
after her baptism by Rev Bill 
Holland.

Sunday Kids and helpers celebrating Pentecost when they carried the birthday balloons 
into the service on May 20. They are (from left) Kirstin Brown, Janet McSherry. Ellie 
Brown, Marion Bennett and Isobel Evans.
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From the Buzz

Stepping up to the challenge: Team Tanner (Stan and Liz) thank very sincerely all 
those kind folk who sponsored them in their 10,000 steps a day challenge during 
March.  We were able to send a cheque for £330 to Cancer Research.

On March 19 we welcomed Edith Beaton and 
friends, playing a medley of music with instru-
ments including the fiddle, keyboard and ac-
cordion. We all had fun joining in the singing.

At our meeting on April 16 we welcomed 
Pastor Alistair Purss from Dumfries Baptist 
Church to hear about their new building. They 
have needed a bigger place for some time as 
their small church was bursting at the seams. 
They were using Dumfries High School for 
some time, before finally buying land near 
Gillbrae Medical Practice. We saw the project 
from beginning to end on film. The centre 
includes a large cafe called Cornerstone and 
halls that can be let out to the public.

We had a talk from Mandy Pool of Alz-
heimer Scotland on April 30. Mandy works 
very closely with families to support them. 
She also works closely with Food Train and 
supermarkets. She explained what Alzheimer’s does and how it can be tested for. We also 
had a visit from Annie McCaig’s daughter, Dilys, who presented us with a cheque on behalf 
of her mum. Annie enjoyed coming along to our Buzz group; we all miss her.

On May 14 we had a trip to India with Maybeth Jamieson. We saw amazing photographs, 
including of the beautiful Taj Mahal.

Freda Hunter

Annie McCaig’s daughter Dilys presented 
a cheque for £220 to the Buzz Group in 
memory of her mum.

The Reformed Church in Transcarpthia (Ukraine) helps to run a number of day care centres 
which provide educational, emotional and physical support for children and young people 
with disabilities. The World Mission Council’s Stamp Appeal will support the young people 
to live life in all its fullness, and to enjoy opportunities to participate in society and family life.

Please keep saving your stamps for this very worthwhile project.
Wider Church Committee

Stamp appeal 2018


