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Church register

Deaths+3 am the resurrection and the life°

Joan McLennan, 48 Rosevale Sreet, Dumfries
Irene Creasey, Dalawoodie Nursing Home, Newbridge, Dumfries

If your details change, pleaselet usknow. It isimportant for usto keep our records up to date.
Contact Marion Bennett, 2 Wolfgill Drive, Dumfries. Tel: 01387 263106.

FROMTHEEJ TAR

Welcome to the May edition of the magazine. The next edition isout in
June. If you have anything you wish to be included, you can passit on
through the church until Sunday May 18, and the deadline is Thursday
May 22.

If you have any articles for the magazine, please contact me:
| Address: 2 Wolfgill Drive, Dumfries DG1 4XY

| Telephone: 01387 263106
| Email: magazine reyfriars.org.uk

David Bennett, Editor

Annual report

I eregulaionsthat cover charitieschanged recently and the church had to have aspecial meet-
ing of the Trustees + all the Elders of Kirk Session and the elected members of the Board. A
report on our activitiesand achievements over thelast year had to be agreed and our accounts
gpproved by independent examiners. A copy of thereport isavailable on request from the Clerk.
Producing the report was areally positive task asit reminded the Sesson and the Board of all
the activities that have taken place over the last year as we promote and grow our faith within
the church and acrossthe parish.

! isyear's Annua Sated Meeting (ASM) on March 25 discussed the annual report and
agreed the budget for the coming year. We also heard back from the link eldersthat we havein
place to support various groupsthat have a connection with our church. And %mally the meet-
ing also agreed the dection of two new membersto the Board - Margaret ! omson and Alan
Franks- and said thank you to Jean Low who decided to stand down this year.

Importantly, the ASVl endorsed the mission statement that was recently agreed by the Kirk
Session and so thework of the Trusteesand the Board throughout the coming year will focuson
implementing and living out® the mission statement through all our di" erent activities.

www.stmarysgreyfriars.org.uk
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Fom the minister

! esegreat quotes comefrom an annual survey of church magazines.

aDon't let worry kill you 0" * let the Church help?

aNext ! ursday therewill betryoutsfor thechoir.! ey need al the help they can get®

al eRector will preach hisfarewell message, atter which the choir will sing Break Forth Into
Joy?

aScouts are saving auminium cans, bottles and other itemsto be recycled. Proceeds will be
used to cripple children?

aL ow sdlf-esteem support group will meet ! ursday at 7pm. Please use the back door®

aWeight Watchers will meet at 7om at the First Presbyterian Church. Please use the large
doubledoor a the side entrance®

al e Associate Minister unveiled the church's new tithing campaign dogan last Sunday: |
Upped My Pledge + Up Yours®

It's good to have alaugh$ It's good to hear laughter in the church building and among our
people. ! ehead of the Catholic Church, Pope Benedict XVI, might not have the same smile
and charismaas John Paul |1, but he did have thisto say about laughter in his book, Images of
Hope; Meditations on Mgor Feasts:

aln the Baroque period the liturgy used to include the Tisus paschalis, the Easter laughter.
! e Eagter sermon had to contain astory that made people laugh, so that the church sounded
with joyful laughter ¥4 Isthere not something very beautiful and appropriate about laughter
becoming aliturgical symbol?

| agree, we have so much to rejoicein; so much to be hope %led and happy about, our Lord
isrisen and we are his$

| remember hearing a sermon and the minister asked this question (in a droll voice): 2Did
our Lord ever laugh? He suspected not, and his reason was that nowhere in the Bible does
it have the pithy text 2Jesus laughed®. But read on + this Jesus is the man who was invited to
weddings and was made welcomein the house of sinners. A boring man who could not crack a
smile, would not last long in these places, but Jesus did and they loved him and listened to his
sories.

Laughter is infectious; it encourages friendship and is good for our health. Church is not
goingto beacomedy show, but | do hopethat it can beaplace wherewe can worship and some-
timeshave aright good laugh together$

Yoursin Christ'sservice
Jamie Milliken

www.stmarysgreyfriars.org.uk
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Christian Aid update

Chrigtian Aid Week: May 11-17

S Mary's-Greyfriars covers a considerable number of gtreets in the town and the assistance
of any members of the congregation to help with this year's collection is requested. If anyone
fedsthey could help out with the home-to-home collections, even just by putting thered enve-
lopes through letterboxes or sharing the digtribution with the present collectors to ease the
burden, thiswould be greatly appreciated. Telephone Rosemary Chamberson 254452 for more
detalls.

Aspart of Chrigtian Aid Week, aspecial event hasbeen organised. Comeand hear Dr Daleep
Mukarji, director, talking about Christian Aid'sworldwidework.! e event takes place on Sat-
urday May 17 at 12.45pm in & Jhn's Church.

A soup-and-roll lunch isavailablein the church hall from 12 noon and everyone iswelcome
to stay for teaand co" ee atterwards. More detailsfrom Alison Wright on 257898.

I Shirley Sarkey of & John's Church organised aseries of soup and roll lunchesheld on Fridays
for theweeksduring Lent.

! ey onceagain proved abig successand raised £3718. Many thanksto S Mary's-Greyfriars
for their contributionsin timeand €' ort.

Social update
I efollowing eventsare planned in the coming weeks:

Walking treasure hunt ! ursday May 22: How well do you know our ain toon? Enjoy a
walk and %d out a bit about the history by using the clues to %d the locations. Set 0"
from the hall a approximately 6.30pm and then return to the hall where a spot of light supper
can be enjoyed. ! ereisno cos for this event but donations towards church funds would be
goppreciated.

Annual Barbecue+ Friday July 11, Mabie Forest, from 6.30pm: Come and enjoy the outdoors
and food in friendly company at the BBQ areajust below the sawmill. You may wish to make
use of the facilities on 0" er at the forest, such as forest walks, cycle trails, or just sit back and
relax whilgt listening to the sounds of chatter + not from the birds but from ourselves. Should
theweather beinclement, thisevent will behdd inthehall.! ecos of thisevent iS£5 per adult
but no chargefor children.

Further social and fundraising events are being organised but if you have any ideas please
forward theseto the social and fundraising committee membersor by contacting me on 264973
or 07743 940639.

Janet McSherry

www.stmarysgreyfriars.org.uk
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Ontheweb

S Mary's-Greyfriars has had an internet presence for a number of years now, but the site was
looking tired and in need of afacdi# + and some more content. So a process began at the end
of last year to updateit, and that isnow completed.

I enew-look site launched on May 1, with afresh new design and plenty moreto read. As
well asthelick of paint, therésmoreinformation on the church and our recent mission promise;
our links with Caerlaverock; marriages and baptisms. You can view an online version of this
magazines diary, which will be updated regularly throughout the month. ! e sameistrue for
reportsfrom various groupswhich meet + the Buzz and Guild have their own pages, which can
carry full reportswhen these have to be edited for reasons of space in the magazine itsdlf.

Our popular Prayer Sheet has aso made the move online, and you can also read the weekly
aPraying Hand< prayer from the Presbytery, aswell asadaily bible verse.

I edteaso containsimportant contact details, allowing you to get in touch with the minister
by e-mail and with the details of other 0& cersand committee conveners.

And on top of al that, the weekly intimations and monthly Chrystal Chronicle also how
appear online + allowing you to keep up to date no matter wherein the world you are$

I edtecan befound at www.stmarysgreyfriars.org.uk and please do you the contact link to
send any comments you have, including suggestions for more content or just your comments
on thenew look. You can also post commentsdirectly on many entries, including the minister's
lettersand Guild and Buzz updates.

It can aso show full-quality pictures + so please send on any images you have from any
church eventsand they can be put online$

Proposed community/meeting space

I eexiging * oor areaof our church building is extensive, but unfortunately su” ersthrough
regtrictivelimitationsin the layout of the vital church entrance/departure vestibule.

I eCongregational Board has suggested theformation of two spacesat therear interior cor-
nersof the church to &' ord social interaction in acomfortable ambience.

I eareasinvolved measure 2.82m (9'3°) wide by 2.57m (8'5°) deep, and thisalteration would
involvetheremoval of two small side pewsin each corner.

It isfelt that this provison would indeed be an improvement in our facilities and an obvious
benet to the congregation. ! isseminal ideais 0" ered asa suggestion and your commentson
the removal of these pews would be appreciated. Please fed free to speak to any of our church
duty team.

A small-scaledrawing isdisplayed in the vestibule, adjacent to both church entrance doors.

www.stmarysgreyfriars.org.uk
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Guild update

I econvener opened the Guild AGM with atalk on asurvival
kit for everyday life, using several propsto illustrate waysto
survive. A toothpick was used to illugtrate that we should
pick out the good qualitiesin others and not be so judge-
mental; a teabag was shown to remind usthat we all need

to rdlax more and think about the blessings we havein our
lives. Prayer followed.

Hymn 274 + | heard the voice of Jesus say + was aung, and
the reading was Ephesians 1:15-23 + Paul's Prayer. A tribute
was read following the deeth of Joan McLennan, who had been
aGuild member for many years.

! eGuild hasdonated £800to S Mary's-Greyfriars Church and
will be convening aco" ee morning on September 20 to raise money for the Mercy Ships Char-
ity. Information will go to all Guildsin the Presbytery and their miniserswith regardsto pro-
moting thisevent in due course.

JnetteKirkparick gavethe Treasurer's Report, and the convener gave her report on all theevents
the Guild had been involved in over the past sesson. Guild members have been out to vist twelve
other Guildsin our Presbytery + theconvener remarked that wehavegrest &' ection for other Guilds
and try to vist whenever wecan.! ishasbeen atremendoudy successful year for membersgoing
out to vigt.

! eGuild outingisto Irvings Bakery in Castle Douglas on May 27, with 27 membersatending.
A tour of DSSmith Soecia Packaging Ltd in Lockerbie hasbeen arranged for August 27.

Presentationswere madeto Freda Hunter and Moira Cannon who wereretiring from servingon
thecommittee. Kathleen Greer received agi# and acard wishing her well in her new homein Easter
Rosswhen she movesto be nearer her family with her husband, the Rev Dr David Greer.! eRev
JmieMilliken o& ciated the dection of new committee members+ Bette Archibald, Anne Mackie,
Carol Forbesand SheenaWeatson.

Entertainment for the evening was provided by Helen Gray, Eunice Sutherland, Anne Twiname,
LormaBdl, IrmaMitchel, Lorna White, Isobd Evansand Jnette Kirkpatrick. We had a selection
of piano solos, poetry, choir Snging and a sketch + a mog entertaining arrangement from these
talented members. To dosethe meeting, Hymn 649+ !  eKing of love my Shepherd is+ wassung
and Mr Milliken gavethe Blessing.

! e Guild session is now dosed until October 7. Everyone is welcome to come along and join
us.

Catherine Nicholson, convener

www.stmarysgreyfriars.org.uk
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Homthe Buzz

On Monday April 7, we welcomed Mrs Ella Pennington who gave us a very informative
talk, entitled A Bag of Mixed Ingredients. A#er being a schoolteacher, she went on to train as
aminigter, was called upon to perform weddings at Gretna Green and learned a lot about its
higtory as the place to where lots of young people ran over the border to be married over the
anvil.

I erewere biker weddings, with couples married in al their biker gear; Americans wearing
jeans; and one bride wearing a purple dress, with arrivalsin transport from limousines, ponies
and trapsto motorbikes.

She closed by doing a monologue of a clootie dumpling, and with her sense of humour and
wonderful Aberdonian accent it was a lovely a#ternoon, enjoyed by everyone, and followed by
atternoon tea.

Saturday April 5 was our co" ee morning and it wasvery busy. ! e committee would like to
thank everyone who heped in any way and to everyone who came along and supported usto
makeit asuccess.! e%al sum raised was £583.70.

Our forthcoming meetingsare: May 19 New Zealand, Fiji and Borneo with Margaret; June 2
our summer outing, still being arranged; June 16, Auld Dumfrieswith Ellen.

Dumfries Town Band ishaving a co! ee morning
in the church hall on Saturday May 17, from 10am
until 12 noon.

Tickets, priced £2 for adultsand £1 for under-16s,
are available from Margaret Williamson or John
Swan, or you can pay at the door. There will be the
usual stalls: cake stall, £1 stall, jewellery/craft stall
etc.

The money raised from the co! ee morning will be used to purchase some much-
needed music stands. The band will playing at intervalsthroughout the morning
for your entertainment. Come along, bring your family and friends, enjoy your
co! ee (or teaif you prefer') whilst listening to and supporting your local band.

We look forward to seeing you there.

Margaret Williamson

www.stmarysgreyfriars.org.uk
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For the children Y4
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HYom the treasurer

March 2008 (5 Sundays)
Open Plate £ 804
Weekly Freewill O" erings £ 2698
Banker's Orders £ 1197
Collection Boxes £ 30
Total £ 4729

2008total (13 undays) £12,372
2007 total (12 undays) £12,155

Sewart Williamson
Treasurer

More for the children ¥4

www.stmarysgreyfriars.org.uk
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Inthe garden

I ishappy members group are2bloomingwell® and areled by aprize crop of quality speakers.
On April 2, Isobel and David gave us some welcome gardening tips on someimportant funda
mentals.! ecomplexities of growing from seed and cuttings from established plantsvied with
the purchase of nursery-grown plugs was discussed in easy-to-understand language, aided by
the old Blue Peter maxim: 2Herésone| prepared earlier®

April 16 wasadeparture (excusethe pun) from * ora, when Margaretssister Joan gaveamost
interesting talk on her young life as a Glasow refugee & Hoddam, near Annan.

As | write, we look forward in anticipation to an a#ernoon with Eunice, Norna and Mrs
Moira Aitken. Mr George Taylor will be entertaining the group in the hall on May 14, and an
important date for your diary is Saturday May 31, when our eagerly awaited, all-singing, all-
dancing plant sale and co" ee morning takes place. We look forward to welcoming a special
guedt that morning in the hall: you$

Awoman'splace ¥4

I ismonth marksthe40th anniversary of the decision to ordain women to the Church of Scot-
land'sministry on the sametermsas men. Forty years, on around onein %eKirk minisersisa
woman, with the number of women ministersincreasingwhiletheoverall numbersof ministers
drops. In recent years between one-third and half of the candidates entering training for the
full-time minigtry are women.

Current Moderator the Rt Rev Sheilagh Kegting, the %st woman minister to %l therole, said:
al never imagined it would take quite so long (for a woman Moderator) and | fed sorry that
women ministerswho were nominated previousy werenot elected? (! e %< female Modera
tor wasKirk eder Dr Alison Elliot in 2004).

Kesting added: 2l think it is good that we have now had a female minister and an elder as
Moderator and | hopethismeansthat in the near futurewewill not need to think about gender
or status, but only the digtinctive gi#s that people bring to the role by being the people they
are

David Lunan plans to be a 2no-frills® Moderator. He is a pastor with 40 years experience
engaging with people beginning at the sharp end in the east end of Glasgow, returning years
later to the city centre as a parish minister. More recently he has been at the hub of the Kirk's
largest Presbytery with over 150 parisheswithin itsbounds.

When he gepsinto the Moderatorial chair later this month and receives the large amethyst
ring, asymbol of o0& ce, from the Rt Rev Sheilagh Kesting, therewill beno lacefrillsaround his
cu" sor hiscollar, but therewill bean air of quiet dignity and adesireto serve.
| Morein thismonth's Life and Work.

www.stmarysgreyfriars.org.uk
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Hower rota

May 11 M Cumming
May 18 F Hunter
May 25 A Mackie
Jinel MrsKaeillor

Anyone wishing to donate * owers please contact one of the com-
mittee members named below:

NornaFrancis 250199
Moira Cannon 720394
Betty Jrdine 257691

Margaret McCa' erty 268673
Margaret! omson 253484

We would be most grateful if you could let us know of anyonewho isill, & homeor in hospital.

| Rosemary Chambers, Jill and Lynn would like to thank all friendsin the church for
the #owers, cards and support received on the sad loss of John.

| Hilda Kean would like to say avery big thank-you to S Mary®-Greyfriarsdor the
lovely #owers from the church which Freda brought + and also to all the friendswho
sent cards, phoned and visited.

I Mrs Jean McDowall of Qu! olkhill Avenue wishesto thank the church for their kind
thoughtsand the beautiful #owers received; they were much appreciated.

| Thanksfrom San and Liz Tanner for the #owers.

I I have been asked to passon thanks for #owers from Jean Scott and Mary Morrison.

To reffect upon in aquiet time

Who grieves God's heart more?! e masses who feed their loneliness and longings, their insa-
tiable hunger and thirgt, on theworld's hollow scraps?Or we, Hiswell-fed children, who hoard
our source of sustenance, thelivingwater and bread of life, asthough Hewere aprivate ddight?
God'sall-su& cient Son ismeant to be shared. Cometo thetable and meet my Jesus.
Feast on Hiseternal riches. Let'stell the world.
Susan Lenzkes

www.stmarysgreyfriars.org.uk
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PS4

Dear Lord our Father

Almighty God: ! e miracle of new birth isall around usin springtime plants and animals;
Your majesty is visible; the resurrection of Your Son isin our minds; Your power isin our
hearts.

Forgiving God: We come before You and confessthe wrong thingsweve said or done; li# the
burden of guilt from us so that we can go forward with clear hearts.

Bountiful God: We are blessed with many things; wethank You for our safe homes, our stable
governments, our church, minister and family, our pastoral support team from Presbytery, our
friendsand our individual gi#s.

Listening God: Weask your comfort and support for thosein need; for peoplea” ected by war,
poverty, bereavement, and illness. We ask your blessing on our new mission into our congrega-
tion'shomes, our parish and our town and also on our eventsthroughout thismonth.

We ask thesethingsin Jesus nameand in the knowledge that through Him we all have a bet-
ter world and better lives.

Amen

PDAIESFKRYO_RDARY

May

Monday May 5 + Buzz, A Blast From The Past, Tommy Henderson
Tuesday May 13 + Kirk Session

Saturday May 17 + Dumfries Town Band co! ee morning in the hall
Monday May 19 + Buzz, New Zealand, Fji and Borneo with Margaret
Thursday May 22 + Walking treasure hunt, 6.30pm, leaving from the hall
Thursday May 29 + Service and soup, 12.15pm in the hall

Saturday May 31 + Co! ee morning and plant sale in the hall

June

Monday June 2 + Buzz outing

Tuesday June 10 + Congregational Board

Monday June 16 + Buzz, Auld Dumfrieswith Blen

July

Friday July 11 + Barbecue, Mabie Forest, from 6.30pm

Date to add? Get in touch! Details on page two.

| 3pm, May 24, 2008: A most interesting and hopefully prophetic line in relation to this date
appearsin theNIV Biblea Matthew 12:42, and also Luke 11:31$

www.stmarysgreyfriars.org.uk




